



WARREN WOOD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

WEDNESDAY 14th May 2014 at the SEA CADETS CENTRE

Present:  

Committee:
Pete Edwards (Chairman), Duncan Coupland, (Treasurer), Alan Williams (Acting Secretary), Graham Keens, Sharon King, Michael Chilvers, Celia Darrington, Abbie Russell, 

Ray Cook (NHW Coordinator)

17 residents

Apologies:
John Fowler, Sarah Campbell.



John Callaghan (WDC), Cllr Trevor Snaith 

Pete opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and apologised on behalf of Trevor Snaith who had another pressing engagement. John Callaghan had also been unable to attend but had given us a written briefing, which would be raised under AOB. 

Minutes of the last meeting (Thursday 22nd May 2013)

These were circulated, and were accepted as a true record of the previous meeting.

Proposed Jenny Ball, Seconded: Trevor Flower
Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Chairman’s Report

Pete presented his report giving a comprehensive review of the year’s activities by the Association. The report was circulated at the meeting. 

WWRA was formed in 1977 and the Committee wants to scan all AGM reports and other significant documents for our own archives together with any scanned photographs that might be available. Bucks County Council would like to take all our records for the County Archives in Aylesbury.  The Committee would therefore like to locate any old WWRA paper records of potential significance for either scanning or depositing in Aylesbury from any past or current resident – to be forwarded to him.

In relation to the death or departure of residents who had played a significant role in the life of the estate, it was suggested from the floor that the committee should give wider publicity to this.

In referring to the consultation by the County Council about parking restrictions in the Keep Hill area, the support given for part of the proposals was tempered by the desire to avoid restrictions being proposed for the Warren Wood estate.

The Committee had taken an active role in relation to possible drug related activities, as well as potential planning violations.
Communication and advertising of events is moving towards electronic means and the committee withdrew our website, replacing it with Facebook, details of which should be included on future flyers and E mails.

Pete drew attention to the Rebellion Brewery visit, the summer BBQ, Segway and a Progressive supper, all of which were well supported. The New Year event was thwarted by the weather. More recently an evening of ‘Articulate’ was held and a wine tasting event was very successful.

There was a good turnout for the annual Carol singing to raise money for charity.

Pete led an early morning birdsong walk locally at Easter, followed by refreshments and an Easter egg hunt for children that was enjoyed by all.
Treasurer’s Report.

Duncan presented his report and accounts and stated the Association’s finances remain in a very satisfactory condition. The end of year balance was £1146.28, an increase of £134.18 over the year, although there remain 2 uncashed cheques, one of which has expired and will not be reissued. The true increase for the year is £34.18.

Duncan commented that the main income for the Association was the annual membership fee, which was paid by approximately 70% of residents, rather lower than in previous years. The Committee would focus on trying to increase the proportion of households joining the Association.

Duncan proposed the membership fee be kept at £7.00 for 2014/15.

The annual carol singing raised £135.00 for charity which was donated to ‘One Can Trust’, one of the Mayor’s local charities for his mayoral year.

Comments from the floor in relation to the lower membership levels included a suggestion that subscriptions should be collected by door knocking and that reminders should be sent.

The accounts and the Treasurer’s report were submitted for approval by the meeting

Proposed: Lyn Whiting, Seconded: Mike Wiltshire

Election of Officers and Committee

No new nominations had been received prior to the meeting to stand for election to the committee and all the existing officers and committee were prepared to stand for re-election, leaving the secretary’s role vacant. 
Proposed: Mike Wiltshire, Seconded: Sally Hall

The meeting agreed to these re-elections.

Neighbourhood Watch Report

Ray Cook had circulated his annual report on the NHW scheme. 

It has been a very quiet year on the estate and Ray urged everyone to remain vigilant. He asked that any incident be reported to NW. 

There is a need for more coordinators and if anyone is prepared to undertake this role, please let Ray know.

 Ray thanked all the volunteers that work on the scheme for all their help. 

Questions from the Floor and AOB

It was suggested that Ray Cook reissue a list of the neighbourhood co-ordinators and the properties within each of their areas. Ray undertook to do this by E mail in the next month or so. Ray also indicated he will get a new supply of NW notices.

 In response to a question about welcome packs, Pete thought NW was covered and agreed the committee would look at putting the welcome pack information on the Association’s Facebook page.

Pete confirmed the committee had followed up the question raised at the last AGM about Ryeview Manor’s responsibility for dealing with the poor state of Keep Hill Road. The developers had no obligation to pay for the road repairs.

The meeting thought more needed to be done about the continuing deteriorating condition of the local roads and asked the committee to make formal representations to the County Council.

Pete asked the meeting to hold over any further questions and AOB’s as John Shaw from Chiltern Rangers was here to talk to us about the work of his service.
The Chiltern Ranger Service
John Shaw introduced himself as head of this new service, formed in September 2013 from WDC’s Ranger Service and run as a social enterprise. They manage 13 sites across Wycombe District, including Keep Hill Wood. They are working towards a woodland management plan and seeking Forestry Commission funding.

John outlined the work involved in their boundary management of the woodland to prevent trees falling onto neighbouring properties and land.

The service is also engaged in practical conservation work in conjunction with local groups, including the Scouts and Keep Hill RA. They find they can get a better community response now they are not seen as part of the council and are keen to extend community involvement.

John gave details about the forthcoming guided bat walk at 8.30pm on 23rd May from Warren Wood Drive, with all welcome. Other events are being planned for later in the summer, but with very limited staff available, they will be advertised only locally.

Website: www.chilternrangers.co.uk 

In response to questions from the floor, John explained why one of the large beech trees adjacent to the road had to be felled and indicated other trees are coming to the end of their natural life in that area. This may result in a need to apply to clear fell and regenerate. Logs are being left for wildlife. Residents were concerned about clear felling and asked if replanting after diseased trees had been felled would be better management.  John agreed this could be possible.

The service is not responsible for the woodland on the Rye and WDC should be operating a similar boundary policy – residents will need to contact WDC with their concerns.

John also explained why the access to the nature reserve by Funges Farm had been blocked, to prevent unauthorised activities (fishing, motorbike riding) and improve safety, allowing wildlife to develop.

John responded to other questions about felling, squirrels, deer and the implications of an area having protected status.

John was asked if he could comment on the proposed cycleway. He confirmed the service was being properly consulted and is trying to influence the proposal at the design stage.
He had indicated there should be no artificial lighting and no tarmac on the route. He agreed there were other less disruptive routes into the town but expected the preferred route will be on WDC owned land.

John was thanked for his very informative presentation.
Any Other Business
Sharon read out parts of the briefing received from John Callaghan about the proposed cycleway and indicated she will circulate it. Extracts are quoted below:-
‘Planning permission was granted for the new residential development at Daws Hill subject to (amongst other things) a legal agreement (made under section 106 of the Planning Act 1990) providing for improved foot and cycle routes via Keep Hill Wood to the Rye. The draft S106 agreement provides for a financial contribution of £87,000 from Taylor Wimpey to the District Council towards a track for pedestrians and cyclists between the development and Warren Wood Drive/Keephill Road. 

The funding is not tied to a specific route or specified improvements and no decisions have been taken about how this can best be achieved. It is anticipated that by 2015 a project will get under way to consider and work up options. Thinking will be shared with local members and residents before any decisions would be taken on the use of the funds. 

The importance of the woodland – both as a habitat and as an amenity - and of the bridleway is recognised, as well as other paths, and the intention is that any proposals should be considered in a way which is sympathetic and sensitive to the context.

Initial thinking is that there may be scope for a route that would provide a more gentle alignment which would make it easier for users to tackle the gradient, and this should be investigated further. Lighting is not being proposed. Tarmac surfacing is not being proposed. Details of route alignment, surfacing, crossover with existing tracks and other aspects remain to be considered.’

Marsh Green

Pete introduced Yvonne Quelch from Keep Hill RA who wanted to ensure as many local residents as possible knew about the imminent proposals by WDC to use Marsh Green for free temporary overflow parking for up to 28 days per year. This issue had recently been brought to the WWRA committee’s attention by Lyn Whiting. There had been little or no consultation and the proposal was going to the Council’s Cabinet at the end of May. 

After discussion it was agreed this proposal was ill conceived and very detrimental for the local area and that local residents and associations should make their views known to WDC as soon as possible. We should also ensure Ryeview Manor know about the proposal. It was agreed that the committee would issue a response to WDC based on the comments during the AGM.
Yvonne was thanked for attending the meeting and bringing this proposal to our attention.
The Big Lunch

Pete drew attention to this event on 1st June and indicated a flyer will be posted through everyone’s letterboxes shortly.
Pete concluded by thanking his committee for their support and Mandy Williams proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for all their work during the year 

Pete closed the meeting at 9.50pm and thanked everyone for coming.

Light refreshments were served.
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