



WARREN WOOD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY 22nd May 2013 at the SEA CADETS CENTRE

Present:  

Committee:
Pete Edwards (Chairman), Duncan Coupland, (Treasurer), Alan Williams (Acting Secretary), Graham Keens, Lyn Whiting, Michael Chilvers, Celia Darrington, Abbie Russell, John Fowler

Ray Cook (NHW Coordinator)

24 residents

Apologies:
Derek & Elaine Carr, Sue Saunders, Jean Bunsell. 

Pete opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and apologised for the late change of venue for the meeting. 

B & M Care

Pete introduced Rachel Rogers, Operations Director and Angela Hunt, Marketing Manager from B & M Care who had been invited to talk to us about Ryeview Manor, the care home nearing completion in Keep Hill Road.

Rachel and Angela’s presentation was distributed in written form to the meeting. They outlined the background and history of the company, with Ryeview Manor being the company’s 20th care home to be opened. The home was expected to be operational from July 2013 with residents moving in over the following 18 months. Rachel and Angela gave more details about the home and who it was designed for, with 80% let privately and the remaining rooms available for council nominees. They hoped the local community would involve themselves in the life of the home and invited all to the café that would be open once the home was operational.

Rachel undertook to confirm to Pete whether they were responsible for fixing the surface of Keep Hill Road – once the development was finished, due to all the weight of traffic.

Concern was raised about parking congestion on Keep Hill Road and Warren Wood Drive when Ryeview Manor opens. The care home has a capacity  for c94 residents and c40-50 staff (care/administrative).  The home currently has 29 parking spaces for staff, residents and visitors, with room for staff to double park.  Based on similar homes they have run – Rachel confirmed that they did not believe that over-spill parking into neighbouring roads would be an issue; that there was plenty of room onsite to load/offload people and supplies; and that they are recruiting locally, so many staff would be able to walk.
Rachel and Angela were thanked for their time in attending and giving us a very interesting presentation.
Minutes of the last meeting (Thursday 17th May 2012)

These were circulated, and were accepted as a true record of the previous meeting.

Proposed Norman Ball, Seconded: Mike Doel  
Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Chairman’s Report

Pete presented his report giving a comprehensive review of the year’s activities by the Association. The report was circulated at the meeting. Pete answered questions and reassured the meeting that the new BBQ is and will be, safely stored.
Pete thanked Sharon King for her time in representing WWRA and updating the committee on the Daws Hill Neighbourhood Forum and RAF site developments, and invited Sharon to update the meeting.

Sharon advised the meeting that Taylor Wimpey (TW) plan to submit its plan to Wycombe District Council (WDC) on 10th June 2013. WDC have requested that TW consider a number of additions to the plan ahead of their submission.  One of these is to change the route of the current wooded footpath such that it can be used by cycles ie. a less steep gradient. Initial thoughts are that a cycle path would zig zag through Warren Wood, which may mean some reduction in trees, before rejoining the current footpath between the houses.  Both Warren Wood footpath exits on to Warren Wood Drive would remain unchanged.

Following TW's submission, WDC will be organising a public consultation at the end of June/early July, to request feedback from the local community on the plan.

Treasurer’s Report.

Duncan presented his report and accounts, which although they showed a decline in our balances last year, he stated the Association’s finances remain in a very satisfactory condition. The end of year balance was £1037.10, a reduction of £265.79 over the year.

One or two events held during the year did make small profits but in the main, the income for the Association was the annual membership fee, which was paid by approximately 77% of residents, the same proportion as in the previous year.  

Several events had been held which were funded by the Association, including the Jubilee party and New Year activities, and several assets purchased – a sound system and new gazebo. These latter items have been added to the updated WWRA Assets Register.

Two items in the accounts merited further comment: A £50 donation had been made to the Daws Hill Residents Association in support of their fight to gain a voice in local planning matters. The second was the record amount collected from the carol singing, which enabled us to donate £105 each to the Iain Rennie and MS society charities. Duncan thanked everyone for their generosity.

The purchase of a new BBQ will fall into this year’s expenditure and with the committee proposing a similar level of social events and activities as in previous years, Duncan proposed the membership fee, raised to £7.00 last year, be kept at this level for 2013/14.

The accounts and the Treasurer’s report were submitted for approval by the meeting
Proposed: Ray Cook, Seconded: Trevor Flowers
Election of Officers and Committee
One nomination had been received prior to the meeting to stand for election to the committee.

Lyn Whiting is retiring from the committee, this being her second period of service. Lyn was thanked for her valuable contribution. Pete also announced that Matthew Rickus had stood down from the committee due to work commitments.

All the remaining officers and committee were prepared to stand for re-election, leaving the secretary’s role and one committee member vacant. 
Proposed: Sally Hall, Seconded: Jenny Ball

The meeting agreed to these re-elections.
Sharon King had been nominated to stand for election to the committee 

Proposed: Celia Darrington, Seconded: John Fowler

Sharon was prepared to stand and was elected to the committee.
Neighbourhood Watch Report

Ray Cook had circulated his annual report on the NHW scheme. 

It has been a quiet year on the estate and Ray hoped this was due to residents’ securing their property and cars. Crime is occurring elsewhere on a regular basis and Ray reminded us all to remain vigilant. Ray thanked all the volunteers that work on the scheme for all their help. 
Pete thanked Ray and his team for their efforts in making Neighbourhood Watch a success on the estate.

In response to a question about the drugs activities referred to in the Chairman’s report, Lyn Whiting informed the meeting that residents should report such issues to the police on tel:101 quoting crime report 4544513.

Questions from the Floor and AOB

Ian Hall asked what plans are in place for the coming year. Pete indicated we intended to operate the Friday evening BBQs when the weather was set fair, rather than on a fixed timetable. 

The annual BBQ proposals were outlined and the meeting supported 2 events – one in July before the summer holidays and another on 4th August when we have the offer of a free band to play for us, preceded by the proposed car treasure hunt. In relation to the treasure hunt, Lyn reassured the meeting there should be no insurance issues for drivers as this was not a timed event.

Parking difficulties and potential restrictions were raised by Maria Chilvers. The committee confirmed they were confining their representations to the council and police about the dangers at the junction with Lime Avenue. The meeting agreed we do not want a parking scheme imposed on the estate.

Suggestions were put forward for days out, perhaps to Sandbanks or National Trust properties. The committee agreed to consider these suggestions.

Pete concluded by thanking his committee and Norman Ball proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for all their work during the year 

Pete closed the meeting at 9.20pm and thanked everyone for coming.

Light refreshments were served.
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