



WARREN WOOD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY 17TH May 2012 at the JOHN WOOD SCOUT CENTRE

Present:  

Committee:
Pete Edwards (Chairman), Duncan Coupland, (Treasurer), Alan Williams (Acting Secretary), Graham Keens, Sally Hall, Michael Chilvers, Celia Darrington, Abbie Russell, John Fowler

Ray Cook (NHW Coordinator)

16 residents

Apologies:
Harvey Stewart, Jenny Ball 

Minutes of the last meeting (Wednesday 11th May 2011)

These were circulated, and were accepted as a true record of the previous meeting.  

Proposed Ian Hall, Seconded: Mandy Williams  

Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Chairman’s Report

Pete presented his report, giving a comprehensive review of the year’s activities by the Association. The report was circulated at the meeting and is attached to these minutes.
Treasurer’s Report.

Duncan presented his report and accounts, which showed an opening balance of £1,496.22p. He reported that the Association’s finances remain in very satisfactory shape even though the outgoings were a substantial £193.33 greater than income. As a result, the reserves at the end of March 2012 stood at £1302.89p. 
Income for the year was provided mainly from membership fees paid by 63 households. In addition we made a small profit from the annual BBQ and a slightly larger one from the wine tasting evening as a direct result of the generous donation of some high quality wine. 

Net costs were incurred on the Royal Wedding Street Party, which was well supported with both food and people but which still required a subsidy of approximately £170. The second major expenditure was on the repeat hiring of a temporary speed indicator from Bucks CC, closely followed by costs arising from the AGM and printing. We have continued our membership of the High Wycombe Society to ensure we are made aware of issues in our area.
In response to a question from Lyn Whiting about the 23 households who didn’t pay subscriptions, the committee explained the number of non payers is slightly lower because of empty properties and new households not being expected to pay until their first full year on the estate, but every effort is made to try and collect subscriptions. Duncan confirmed there are some households who do not pay each year.

In view of the likely expenditure in the coming year, the Treasurer proposed that subscriptions be increased to £6 per household per annum. Several residents questioned whether the proposed increase in subscriptions was sufficient and the Chairman decided to put various options to a vote as follows:-


Increase to £10 – 3 votes


Increase to £7 – 13 votes


Increase to £6 – 4 votes.

The meeting subsequently accepted the Treasurer’s report and accounts, amending the increase in subscriptions to £7 for 2012/13 
Proposed: Mike White, Seconded: Ray Cook
Election of Officers and Committee
No nominations had been received prior to the meeting to stand for election to the committee. 

Sally Hall is retiring from the committee after 20 years, including a period as Chairman. Pete thanked Sally for her contribution to the Association, enthusiastically endorsed by the meeting.

All the remaining officers and committee were prepared to stand for re-election, leaving the secretary’s role and one committee member vacant. The meeting agreed to these re-elections.

Nominations were received from the floor for the 2 vacancies:-

Matthew Rickus
Proposed: Lyn Whiting, Seconded: Ian Hall


Lyn Whiting

Proposed: Mike White, Seconded: Mandy Williams

Both candidates were prepared to stand and were elected to the committee.
Neighbourhood Watch Report

Ray Cook had circulated his annual report on the NHW scheme. 

It has been a quiet year on the estate and we appeared to be relatively fortunate in keeping crime at bay in comparison with other areas nearby.
Ray believed people were being pro-active in protecting their property, referring to the Chairman’s initiative in supplying dog roses to be planted on boundaries.

Ray conveyed his thanks to all the volunteers that work on the scheme for all their help. 
Pete thanked Ray and his team for their efforts in making Neighbourhood Watch a success on the estate.

Guest Speaker – Cllr Ray Farmer
Ray gave a outline of various issues of relevance in the Ryemead area. He referred to the RAF Dawes Hill development and shared his view that vehicle movements is going to be the biggest issue there. He also expressed concern that the original proposal for a buses -  only route down to Wendover Way, although dropped from the current proposals, may reappear at a later stage in the development process. Dawes Hill RA are trying to form a neighbourhood forum and Ray thought it might be worth WWRA getting in touch with them.

Other issues covered by Ray included the Localism Act, the changes at Handy Cross Sports Centre site and the Ryemead Community Centre, which he hopes will now be established on a plot in the yet to be developed part of the former sewage works site. 

There was discussion about the changes in 1st and middle school provision, and the further traffic congestion that will arise from the Marsh School expanding.  

Concern was expressed about the delays in Crown House school’s acquisition of Bassetsbury Manor and the planning application to add to the manor building.

Several residents raised the London Road bus lane and Ray outlined his view on this issue. He also sympathised with concerns over potholes.

The meeting thanked Ray for his informative and lively contribution. 

Suggestions and questions from the Floor
Graham Bunsell proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for organising events. 

Pete thanked the committee for their contributions
AOB 
Ray Cook commended the committee to continue to tackle the issue of speeding vehicles on the estate. It was explained that the 2nd TSID had not been a good use of Association funds as it appeared to be defective and the police did not supply the data to us – this was essential to enable us to assess whether the TSID was having an effect. Pete undertook to keep this issue on the committee’s agenda.

Sue Saunders suggested the ‘Children Playing’ sign be cleaned and made more visible.

Pete closed the meeting at 9.45pm and thanked everyone for coming.

Light refreshments were served. 

Warrenwood Residents Association AGM 2012 - Chairman’s report
Another eventful year for WWRA following on from the Royal Wedding in April with a blend of social activities and issues of local importance.  We welcomed several new families into Warren Wood and saw the departure of some others, notably the Hill family after many years as residents.  
Starting with the social events after the last AGM.  First up was a visit by 6 members to the Rebellion Brewery Open day on the 9th July to support the local scanner appeal by drinking beer.  This event is annual and can be recommended to the membership for 2012.   

Next on the 24th July was our annual BBQ on the Green, second only to the Royal Wedding earlier in the year.   This was attended by about 70 residents and friends.  We were pleased to have ‘Bakers Brew’, a local High Wycombe band, playing for us and hope they will return.  There was again a variety of games for the children, a fine BBQ, judging of the WWRA Garden competition, wine tasting, a raffle and much merriment in the sun. 

Several Friday evening BBQ’s were light relief at the end of the week but continuity a little disrupted by unpredictable weather.  More attention to weather forecasts and a more flexible programme is planned for 2012.

A Sunday game of ‘Rounders’ in August was a bit of a flop, probably partly due to some residents on their summer holidays.

A Gaming evening was attended by 19 residents in October, organised by games master Abbie and hosted by Celia and Mike.

Twenty couples joined in a memorable Progressive Supper evening in November with a party hosted by Michael and Maria.

Christmas began with Carol singing on the 22nd when about 25 residents turned out in fine voice to celebrate Christmas and raise £160 for the charity PACE.  Again we would like to thank Charlie Maling for keeping us in tune with her music and to Pete and Lynne for mulled wine afterwards.

About 70 residents and friends came together to celebrate the New Year around a hot and somewhat smoky fire with mulled wine, auld lang syne, fireworks, champagne and Chinese lanterns.  Celia prepared the mulled wine, Michael and Alexander the firework display and Abbie provided the Chinese lanterns (biodegradable ones).

Wine tasting in March featured French wines with resident expert Derek Carr with a generous donation of wine by Roy Johnson and hosted by Graham. 

Skittles on April 20th was organised by Sally and attended by 18 members.

New starts

WWRA like to welcome new starts onto the estate.  New families were welcomed to the estate by committee members and given a WWRA welcome pack and a bottle of wine.

Safety

The committee repeated the traffic calming again in July with a speed meter (SPID).  Unfortunately there were some technical hitches with its function and very poor after use analysis by the suppliers.  The committee takes traffic calming very seriously and have started a campaign ‘Twenty is Plenty’ which applies to all, so please make sure you reinforce this message at home before it’s too late!   Parking with respect for your neighbours is also an important message, especially if your parking can create blind spots.

Neighourhood Watch

The committee would like to thank Ray Cook and the local contacts for posting Crime records and keeping us informed on how to keep our homes and possessions safe.

Environment

Environment and crime prevention were united with a supply of ‘Dog Roses’ being made available to those who wanted them.  If there is further demand more can be provided next winter. Three dead Rowan trees were removed during the winter and replaced with new Rowan saplings, strategically planted as not to interfere with residents activities.  Sadly the daffodils, snowdrops and bluebells planted in the late autumn were strimmed by unthinking contractors.  The committee is concerned with litter and occasional fly tipping closeby.  Alan has set a good example by filling rubbish sacks.

Communication

Communication within WWRA has been improved through a members Email list, the establishment of a Facebook page by Abbie and maintenance of the WWRA website by John..

Baby sitting

The committee is keen to find out if residents with young families would like help setting up a baby sitting circle.

Affiliations and local developments

The committee recognises the good work of the Wycombe Society and will remain affiliated members.  Their role informing WWRA members of local planning issues is extremely important to use.  The Abbey Barn development on the Daws Hill site is of particular interest to us and needs to be closely watched to ensure it does not lead to unreasonable impacts.

Committee

Following the last AGM in May the committee continued with youthful vigour, below their years!  In the interest of fresh ideas and maintaining healthy demographics we are looking to encourage younger residents to play a role on the committee.  

Reminder

Diamond Jubilee Street Party on Monday 4th June

Olympic themed summer BBQ on 29th July (or 5th August if wet on the 29th)

Peter Edwards (your chairman)
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