



WARRENWOOD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

WEDNESDAY 12TH May 2010 at the JOHN WOOD SCOUT CENTRE

Present:  

Committee: Pete Edwards (Chairman),  Jenny Wiltshire (Secretary),  Duncan Coupland (Treasurer),

Sally Hall,  Michael Chilvers,  Celia Darrington,  Graham Keens,  Alan Williams,  Abbie Mcmahon

16 residents

Apologies:
Steve Crawshaw, John Fowler, Derek Carr, Alex Mitchell, Ray Cook (NHW 

Coordinator)

Minutes of the last meeting (Wednesday 29th April 2009)

These were circulated, and were accepted as a true record of the previous meeting.  

Proposed Alan Williams, Seconded: Ian Hall  

Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Chairman’s Report Welcome:
Pete welcomed everybody, and recalled the events that had brought residents together, particularly during the harsh winter ..We had helped each other clear the snow, free blocked cars and clear tracks for access, ending up by rewarding ourselves with a BBQ in the snow.

Parking on the estate is still a problem though Alan’s letter had resulted in an improvement in residents’ behaviour.  We were still waiting for a response to our request for yellow line opposite Lime Avenue.

He mentioned our group membership of The High Wycombe Society which helps us keep abreast of developments within the area via the newsletters and the quarterly Forum meetings representing local residents’ Associations to which anyone is invited.  

The committee welcomed new families with five new welcome packs. 

Pete has contacted Andy Sherwood , the council parks officer to express the WWRA’s concern about the tree removal at the back of the Rye which appears to be too brutal and left houses exposed. He was told that it was part of a woodland management plan and it will be followed by tree planting in the autumn. 

We have had rather a successful year of social events, starting with the monthly BBQ’s. progressive suppers, the last a themed Casino Royale which was well attended, and a variety of activities including a Ramble, a visit to the Rebellion Brewery,  theatre trips and a visit to Stonor Park to see Jools Holland.

The Annual Summer BBQ was enhanced by our newest event, the “Warrenwood Beautiful Garden Competition”. The overall winners were Jean and Graham Bunsell.

There was an excellent turnout for the carol singing and shortly after the New Year was heralded by 65 residents singing Auld Lang Syne, fireworks , mulled wine and champagne.

This year we have had a Games Evening, playing Cranium to test out the rival teams mental dexterity and Sally’s Skittles.

Treasurer’s Report.

Duncan presented the accounts, which showed an opening balance of £1,488.45p. This year’s events did not incur any significant financial risk, and at the end of the period the resident’s Association funds had risen slightly, by £42.16p, to £1530.61p. Although small profits were generated by the BBQ and the Skittles, most events are essentially “break even” and the primary income was the WWRA membership fees.

Support from the Residents continues to run high, with over 85% of households making their payments.

Duncan stressed the importance of sending back the completed envelopes as promptly as possible as the contact list is made up in response to their return.  A signature is required as authorisation to allow the updated details to be included for distribution.

This year funds were used to buy the giant games used at the BBQ which are available for loan by Residents. Other main expenses – fireworks and printing charges 

The Carol Singing raised an excellent total of £124.29, which the Committee made up to £140 from the funds of the Association and donated to The Parkinson’s Society.

The membership fee has been £5 per household for many years and it is recommended that it should  remain at this level.

In response to a question from the floor about whether the funds could earn any interest, Duncan said they were only in a standard bank account. 

The accounts were accepted.  Proposed: Norman Ball, Seconded: Mike Chilvers
Election of Officers and Committee

The Committee were pleased to be able to co-opt Abbie on to the Committee in January. Abbie wanted a trial period before committing to joining a committee twice her age. We are hoping to attract more young people.

Nominated:  Celia 
Seconded:  Sally

All members were willing to stand again, and as there were no other volunteers, the committee was voted on again en bloc. 

Proposed: Maria, Seconded: Sue Hills

Neighbourhood Watch Report

Ray Cook had submitted his annual report on the NHW scheme. 

It has been a quiet year with the exception of one major incident.

He conveyed his thanks to all the volunteers that work on the scheme for all their help. He also congratulated  the residents for  reducing the risk of crime on our patch.

Some words of advice

Make sure our houses, cars garages, garden sheds etc. are locked at all times to deter opportunist entry.

Make sure you leave a radio on, a small light on as it’s just these small things that make the thief think twice .

Ensure your doors are locked if you are in the back garden.

He stressed the importance of reporting anything suspicious, to the NHW co-ordinators so that information can be circulated. You may think it’s not important but it is better to be safe than sorry.

Latest news from District NHW

Beware of cold callers offering driveway conversions, roofing repairs, burglar alarms, double glazing, providing verbal quotes and requesting £35 payment to confirm the deal. Once the work has started, the cost increases dramatically. 

Thames valley Police can be contacted on 0845 505505 if you have such callers

(Committee will deliver copies of the report and the list of co-ordinators around the estate).

It was noted that the list of co-ordinators should go on the website.

Comments from the Floor

Debbie Dust was praised for her fast-thinking interception when she challenged two men who were about to remove the BBQ from the Green.

Norman mentioned Ivan puts up a regular  Police Bulletin on the website.

Sally warned us to be wary of bogus policemen.  You can check the number on their shoulder and ask for ID.

Action This advice could go on the Contact list

AOB 

Future Events and Activities. Pete started off by asking for suggestions.
Mike Chilvers - Visit to a winery

Sloe gin competition – Mandy suggested this could be combined with a ramble to pick sloes.

Plans for the Dairy Site

Planning permission has now been granted for 85 residences. Maria expressed concern that there would not be enough parking on the site and cars would be spilling out on to Keep Hill.  Alan told the meeting he had seen the Dairy site plans and had read through the planning application. The applicant had included a lot of information justifying the parking provision as being adequate.  However, despite these provisions, Alan did in fact agree with Maria that we will probably see visitors’ cars spilling out onto the road at times.

Replacement of Trees 

Steve Crawshaw sent an email regarding the loss of mature trees along the roadside as well as in individual gardens. He is aware of a clause in the house deeds that says that trees removed from a front garden should be replaced.

Norman Ball said a tree had also been cut down in his vicinity. Presumably all these trees are diseased or dying.  He said he would make inquiries to the Highways Dept. of Bucks.C.Council to find out about replacing them.  Action Discuss at next committee meeting.

Parking and Racer drivers   

Comments concerning inconsiderate parking on pavements and parking leaving too narrow a gap were made. Abbie mentioned there are leaflets at the fire station saying how much of a gap there should be for emergency vehicles to pass: 1.3 metres

Most people agreed that a speed limit would be most practical on the estate to deter dangerous racer drivers. Action Discuss at next committee meeting

Potholes

These have been repaired but inadequately

Action Report to the Council

St John’s Ambulance Besides asking for donations in the area, they are offering Resuscitation Equipment.  Norman has signed up to a First Aid Course.

Action Contact Norman if interested.

Guest Speaker
Local Bee Keeper 
Clive Hill

Pete introduced Clive who gave us a very interesting talk on the life cycle and pollination by honey, bumble bees and solitary bees. He had set up a well illustrated display and had lots of different samples of honey combs showing the stages of development of the bee from the empty frames, the storage of honey, the laying of eggs, capping of the cells, and the lava in situ.  We learnt that the little brown specs on our white washing come from bees evacuating their bowels!  We also looked at the effect of the Varroa mite on bee larvae in combs.

He explained the difference in the taste and look of the honey depending on the pollen source and we were able to sample different jars of honey. The more bland and waxier-coloured honey comes from oil seed rape, the most delicious and tasty was the darker heather honey. 

He advised what to grow in our gardens to encourage the bees. They like heathers, aquilegias, apple blossom and sycamore, to mention just a few.  Unfortunately they get no nectar from bizzy lizzies, petunias or pansies.  

There is a High Wycombe Bee Keepers course which runs regularly for anyone who is interested.

Pete closed the meeting by thanking Clive Hill and those who had come.
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