



WARREN WOOD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

WEDNESDAY 11TH May 2011 at the JOHN WOOD SCOUT CENTRE

Present:  

Committee:
Pete Edwards (Chairman), Alan Williams (Acting Secretary), Graham Keens (on behalf of Duncan Coupland, Treasurer), Sally Hall, Michael Chilvers, Celia Darrington, Abbie Russell, John Fowler

Ray Cook (NHW Coordinator)

15 residents

Apologies:
Duncan Coupland 

Minutes of the last meeting (Wednesday 12th May 2010)

These were circulated, and were accepted as a true record of the previous meeting.  

Proposed Ian Hall, Seconded: Mandy Williams  

Matters Arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

Chairman’s Report

Pete welcomed everybody, and recalled the community spirit that had brought residents together, particularly during another harsh winter when access to the estate needed to be maintained, and the nice weather (just) brought a record turnout for the Royal Wedding party on the green.

We were very pleased to welcome new families onto the estate over the past year, all of whom received WWRA Welcome packs.

Car parking on and approaching the estate has continued to increase.  Resident parking appears to have improved a little with the committee placing polite notices on windscreens to discourage bad parking practice.  A 3 week temporary speed indicator (SPID) showed some drivers were approaching the estate above the speed limit and in 4 cases, reckless driving between 60 and 70mph.  The committee circulated a summary of the SPID analysis and we plan to use it again in 2011. 

The committee requested double yellow lines around the corner of Warren Wood Drive and Keep Hill Road.  The Bucks CC finally responded after persistence by Alan to place safety white lines where the cycleway exits onto the road as a compromise solution that wouldn’t exceed their budget!  The committee is unhappy with this, as everyone will have seen that parking on the corner by inconsiderate non-resident drivers still presents an unacceptable danger (please drive slowly and carefully).

With the cold winter many of the poorly repaired potholes returned and had to be patched up again.  While quickly repaired (Bucks CC say they allocated £2M for pothole repairs throughout the county) the quality is very suspect and resurfacing might be a better option for the long term.

As WWRA moves forward with new technologies, Abbie is introducing us to social networking by setting up a WWRA page on Facebook to which all and only residents will have access.  John continues to manage the WWRA web site.

As usual the committee members have attended the more important meetings organised by the WDC and the Wycombe Society etc.  The committee would like to encourage ordinary members to participate.

Main planning activities the committee review are the current development on the Dairy site, Abbey Barn and the Airbase (still in planning), the new sports village and the Marsh.

There had been a deterioration in the mail service in 2010 resulting in late deliveries. On behalf of the committee, Mike Doel contacted Royal Mail in the expectation of an improvement.

The committee also followed up on information to help residents to protect themselves from rogue traders.  Useful information on this is provided on the following link: http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/sites/bcc/trading_standards/trading_standards.page
The committee planted 2 trees (hornbeams) in the same locations as the 2 trees that had been lost early in 2010.  Any residents wishing to have a tree planted in their garden may contact Pete who will organise a WWRA collective order.  Furthermore the committee discussed whether residents would be interested in planting climbing dog roses (nice flowers, security spines and winter berries for birds) along their rear boundary with woodland.  Again contact Pete if you are interested.  

It was brought to the committee’s attention that most residents may have been overcharged by Thames Water if rainwater runs to soak-a-ways and not into the sewage drain.  Residents may wish to contact Thames Water to make them aware of this fact.

It was with great regret that the committee learned of the death of Roy Benford in 2011 (17 The Briars) and sent Ann our deepest sympathies.

There were a number of events organised, including theatre trips to see Prucilla Queen of the Desert, Blood Brothers and Les Miserables were all taken up by residents and thanks go to Sally and Abbie for organising this.  Celia also organised an annual pre Christmas dinner with play for 16 residents at the Mill at Sonning.  Alan organised a Summer Ramble in July but sadly participation was low.  

Sixty residents and friends attended another successful Annual Summer BBQ despite an unfortunate clash with British GP again and World cup soccer final.  The outdoor toys bought by the association were a great success with the children (and some adults) as was the 2nd annual garden competition that featured bee friendly gardening.  There were a series of monthly Friday night BBQ’s starting in May.  

Two progressive suppers  were organised by John, one in November  with the theme of ‘school days’ and another in March with the theme ‘upstairs downstairs’.  Very good attendance and effort by all for ‘school days’ and special mention for attention to detail by Norman and Jenny Ball for setting an ’11 plus test’ that all attending passed with credits.  Wine tasting by Derek Carr on Italian wines in October and hosted by Graham was great. 

Twenty eight Christmas carol singing residents organised by Jenny serenaded residents on the 21st December in celebration and raised funds for the Air Ambulance and Acts of Hope.  As usual Celia and Mike treated all carol singers to mulled wine and mince pies.  Ninety five residents turned out to see in the New Year with neighbours. Special thanks to Michael for the fireworks and ringing in the new year from his car radio. 

The Royal Marriage of Prince William to Katherine Middleton (Duke and Duchess of Cambridge) was celebrated in style with a Street style Party on the Green by about 140 residents and their friends.  This was the highlight of the years events with some wonderful food prepared by residents, music, games including a Royal Quiz.

Finally on a sad note Pete told the meeting that Jenny Wiltshire, the committee secretary, has had to retire from the position through ill health.  On behalf of not only the committee but also all residents he wished her a full and speedy recovery.

Treasurer’s Report.

Graham presented the accounts, which showed an opening balance of £1,530.61p. This year’s events did not incur any significant financial risk, and at the end of the period the Residents Association funds had been reduced slightly, by £34.39p, to £1,496.22p. 
Income for the year was provided mainly from membership fees plus a small contribution from the annual BBQ. Clearly the WWRA household membership fees are vital to enable the Committee to operate effectively and allow attendance for members at events. Duncan had expressed concern in his report that there has been a decline in the number of families paying membership, although some of this was believed to be due to oversight rather than intent. As a result the Committee were encouraged to redouble efforts to reverse the trend for 2011-12. 

It was proposed that the fee should be maintained at £5/family and that collection should begin during June. Members were encouraged to return envelopes promptly and be sure to update their information and sign as requested. The information from these envelopes is used to compile the members contact list that is irregularly distributed. In order to avoid the disappointment of finding their names not on the contact list, members were reminded that they need to give their permission by signing envelopes before they return them.

This year the Carol Singing collected a very credable £147.52 for charity, and everyone should be commended for their generosity. This amount was rounded up to £150 from WWRA funds and donations were made to two charities. £100 was donated to TV& Chiltern Air Ambulance and £50 to the Acts of Hope Charitable Trust at the request of our most excellent musician for the night, Charlie Maling.

The only other significant expenditure was for the hire of the Bucks County Speed Monitoring equipment referred to in the Chairman’s report. It is anticipated that funds will be available for further monitoring if desired. 

There were no questions from the floor and the accounts were accepted.  
Proposed: Norman Ball, Seconded: Derek Carr
Election of Officers and Committee
No nominations had been received to stand for election to the committee. 

Jenny Wiltshire had retired as secretary and from the committee. Pete recorded our thanks to Jenny for her contribution to the Association and wished her a speedy recovery.

All the officers and committee were prepared to stand for re-election, leaving the secretary’s role vacant. 

Proposed: Derek Carr, Seconded: Ian Hall
Neighbourhood Watch Report

Ray Cook had circulated his annual report on the NHW scheme. 

It has been a quiet year on the estate and we appeared to be relatively fortunate in keeping crime at bay in comparison with other areas nearby.
There was a report of a very recent break in at a house in Lime Ave, using a garden tool to effect entry.

Ray conveyed his thanks to all the volunteers that work on the scheme for all their help. 
He also spoke about the issue of vehicles speeding on the estate, which he considered to be the most frequent crime and pressed for everyone to talk to their friends and family who drive on the estate, to get vehicles to slow down.

A list of do’s and don’ts was attached to Ray’s report that may help residents to keep themselves and their properties more secure.
The list of co-ordinators was also attached to Ray’s report.
Pete thanked Ray and his team for their efforts in making Neighbourhood Watch a success on the estate.
It was apparent from several comments that old washing machines left out for collection and other scrap metal had been taken away by unauthorised persons and this brought to mind the attempted removal of the Association’s barbeque last year.

Suggestions and questions from the Floor
Derek Carr proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for organising events. He also commented that the new postman was excellent but that the estate was now the last area on the round.

Harvey Stewart asked the meeting if they had any information about what the development opposite the hall was to comprise? He had a planning reference from February 2007 and was referred back to the minutes of the last AGM where the issue was discussed. Pete undertook to try and get an update on the development.

Harvey also asked that the reference in Pete’s report to Roy Benford be corrected.
John Croft asked the meeting if anyone was aware of any progress with the St John Ambulance’ proposal to provide resuscitation equipment locally? Norman Ball commented he had tried to find out more information about a similar Red Cross scheme, without success.

Norman Ball referred to the proposed renewal of the gas main to parts of the estate and the lack of information from British Gas about when the work would start. It was puzzling that this was being undertaken on the newer parts of the estate.

There was a discussion about how the Association could cater for the younger families on the estate. It was suggested that a targeted approach might work. The committee will consider this issue again.

AOB 
There was no other business

Guest Speaker

Wendy Smith and her team gave a very informative presentation about Fusion Lifestyle’s plans for the reopening of Holywell Mead Swimming Pool.

Fusion Lifestyle run many other sports and leisure facilities, including 3 other lidos and have signed a 50 year lease to run the pool and develop the facility.

For 2011 the pool is being refurbished and will be reopened from the end of May for a 14-week season. There will be poolside and dry side café services and refreshed village style changing facilities.

During the autumn and winter, Fusion Lifestyle will be investing £1million, with the existing buildings extended into the pool area, refurbished and developed to provide reception and wet side changing facilities, landscaping of the pool surround, a bistro, a children’s soft play area, and a state of the art fitness facility that will include a gymnasium, studios and dry side changing facilities.

The company will also be managing the car park and tennis courts but with no planned changes at present.

Wendy gave the meeting the initial opening hours for this summer and emphasised the company will not be making short notice closures, unless dictated by safety concerns.

In response to questions from the floor, details about membership and prices were outlined – a season ticket for the pool this year will be £105 for adults and £60 for children. Founder membership for the whole facility will be available for £30 per month. There is a sales office now open in the Rye Centre, which has more information. The facility will be open all year (once complete), and may include the pool out of season.

Functions at the pool will be possible, but only during daylight hours and there will be no evening events, disco’s etc.

Wendy and her team were thanked for their time in coming to the meeting.

Pete closed the meeting at 9.35pm and thanked everyone for coming.

Light refreshments were served. 
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